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Woful Lamentation is taken up for you, who make it 
A your work to perſecute the iunocent peaceable People 

- of God,and do devile curſed and wicked ſnares, to bring 
| them under the penalty of the-late cruel and bloody 
Edict, in malice forged againſt the Righteous, and in greater ma- 
lice by many of you put in execution 3 God Eternal judge be- 
tween you and us in this matter, I do chalenge you all in the fear 
of God, one by on2 {i ſay,our Perſecutors) to make it appear what 
wrong is it we have done to the Nation in general, or to any one 
of you in particular, that we muſt be made the mark of your im- 
placable tury, and that nothing will ſerve or ſatiate that blood- 
thirſty ſpirit, but an utter extinftion and extermination of us all 
out of our native ſoil, where God Eternal hath given every one 
of usa lot; and as we are Engliſh-men aud a tree-born People, 
our Intereſt is as large and ample, in that lot by God aids ; on 
us; as yours is who perſeCute us ; and we have as much right to 
breath in England as your very ſelves, ( ſetting your places aſide) 


| 


At the feet of your perverſe wills, that we muſt nor abide in the 
Land of our Nativity, but be moſt cruelly baniſhed from Wives, 
Children and Relations ? and except we will commit the deadly 
fin (that is) to fin againſt the Light of God in the Conſcience, mult 
we be expoſed to ſeek our ſuſtenance in an unknown Land, and 
there to ſpend the remnant of our dayes, which are but few? the 
Will of our God be done, and let his IV/ill be my Life for ever, faith 
my ſoul : But let this be unto you known, Ir is tor well-doing, and 
nor for any evil, that any of you can, or ever could juſtly charge 
or accuſe us with; and i1 Gods fear we challenge any of you our 
- Perſecutors, to prove our Meetings /edrtrons, or that we do, of 
ever did contrive [nſurrett;ons therein, What though you have 
a Preſident which ye urge , Is it any thing to us? we are clear 
from henceforth and for ever trom that ſpirit ; and as for any falſe 
* Charge or Accuſation againſt us concerning our Meetings, as hath 
been ſaid, it never could nor will be proved, that we were or are 
ſeartious, or Contrivers of Inſurrettions ; Therefore God Eternal a- 
" riſe, and judge in the Conſciences of all concerning this thing, 
and make Deciſion, holy Father, that our Innocency may appear 
to our Adverſaries, And our Lives and Practices are well known 
unto the People of this Nation of England, and therefore we do 
- make our Appeal to the Jult Principle of thee in them for Judge- 
- ment; and our Lite in which we have held forth the Teſtimony of 
Truth amongſt them, is of a longer date and ſtanding than yeſter- 
day , and not a certain Se, as hath.been ſaid ; for our gathering 
is out of Sect and Schiſm, into that Life that erreth nor, and in 
which is no rent; And this will God Eternal in due time make 
known, not only to the People of this Nation, but unto the whole 
World, And do not call this your Cruel work of Perſecution, 
Execution of Fuſlice, as 1 have heard ſome ; for the Execution of 
Juſtice is a work of another kind, than to come with armed men 
among(t a company of innocent men and women, (who are really 


An Appeal tor Judgement, 


(onlcience, again{t the Perlecutors of the 


"ſeeing it is given us of God, and enjoyed through his tavour, and 
not of man. Mult it be fo, that except we do proſtra re- 
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movings of his Power, Life and Spirit, which is neither ſubje&to- 
"time nor place, becauſe that that Lite & Spirit comprehends both) 
and molt inhumanely to hale them our, and fo to lead them before 
men appointed to ſend them to Priſon, and then to drive them like 
[locks of Sheep through your ſtreets unto your diſmal holes, there 
{jo remain during the wills of our Drivers; who, becauſe rhey 


ould accelerate and haſten their Crzel 1/074 begun, they even 
e the ſhorteſt way to deſtroy us, by cutting ſhort the time or- 
{Jered in their C:uel Edit, having a liberty allowed them therein 
r that purpoſe. O dreadful God ! is the long Iwprifonment 
nd extent of time, all the favour that muſt accrue unto us ( if ir 
| ay be ſo called) for the reſpite we are to have- in our Native 
Land My very foul bleeds within me, to ſee the Cruelty and 
Jard-heartedneſs of this Generation of men ; And all this for our 
'vell-doing, in anſwering the Requirings of that Life God Infi- 
ite hath raiſed in us in our Day and Generation, And known be 
unto you, this is not the Execution of Juſtice, but the Oppreſſion 
:f the Juſt, which ſeeks no revenge againſt you, neicher can do, 


erecompence every one according to his work. Andis no 
Juſtice perverted, and Truth turned into a Lye amongſt many of 
ou 2 Caſt your eyes abroad, and behold, behold, the intolera- 
le Wickedneſs that is committed here in and about this City, of 
all forts ; O what $ wearing , Whoring , Drunkennef , Caramg, 
icing, Stage-playing , Pappit-playing, and Mountebank Shewer, 
6%} manner of unclean, ob/cene, wicked and famelef Sports and 
Vamties are practiſed,and molt of them allowed without controul, 
and as I have heard fay, /zrenced by Authority, New hers is Juſtice 
to be. done, and the Execution of it would oe pleating both to 
God and good men. 

O take pitty and comp:fhion upon the young and tender plants 
of this great City, who are poiſoned dayly wich theſe abominable 
praQtices above-mentioned ! O turn your Sword upon theſe curſed 
vanities, which tend to nothing but the ruine both of body and 
ſoul ! My Life hath been bowed down even unto death, havin 
felt the weight of theſe wickedneſſes committed in and about this 
City, and conſidering with ſorrow the ſtate of the Youth and ten- 
der Plants of this place, who are made to drink-in the poiſon of the 
Devils Dyollery, poured forth of theſe execrable Bottles, who manage 
thoſe curſed prattices above-mentioned, Conſider, conſider, are 
theſe Mcetings to be tolerated, and to enjoy lull fruition of Liber- 
ty, and ours to be ſuppreſſed 2 Are theſe more congruent with-a 
righteous and well-diſciplin'd Government, than Meetings to wor- 

p God Eternal in his Spirit and in his Fear > And are they more 
for the Benefic and Profit of a Nation, than they that wholly are 
peaceable in all their practices, as Experience hath ſhewed, and 
could never be otherwiſe proved ? Let God's juſt Principle in all 
your Conſciences anſwer unto theſe things, and give Judgment : 
a_ what you do, or may be ſuffered to do unto us, we in the Will 
of God forgive you ; and know and be afſured of this, we have no 
enmity unto any particular of you whatſoever, and to ſuch as know 


net together in the Peace and Fear of God, to worſhip him in the } 


not what they do, we can ſay, Father forgrue them, 
R, Cl. 
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